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Audition Pack 
 

ABOUT THE SHOW 

Museum guard Adam's life is going nowhere. One day at work, he intervenes to stop Evelyn from 

defacing a piece and, intrigued by each other, the pair start a relationship. Adam's best friends, Jenny 

and Phillip, notice changes in him, and start to question Evelyn's influence. Slowly, the relationships 

and loyalties between the four become more strained until, stretched to breaking point, a passionate 

denouement looms. 

How far would you go for love? For art? What would you be willing to change? Which price might you 

pay? Such are the painful questions explored by Neil LaBute in this play which received its world 

premiere at the Almeida Theatre, London, in 2001 and a subsequent film in 2003. 

 

The Shape of Things will be Rising Arts Productions first drama, directed by Jarrod Riesinger (director 

of past Rising Arts Shows: The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged), Heathers & The 

Last Five Years) with a production team comprised of other Rising Arts company members such as 

Bradley Ward and Adele Masters.  
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IMPORTANT AUDITION DETAILS 

Audition Bookings and Contact Information 

To book your auditions, visit our audition page at www.risingartsproductions.com. Audition bookings 

will open to everyone at 6PM, Monday November the 4th. Those who expressed interest through our 

form will receive a booking link early via email. 

For any other enquiries, please contact us at risingartsproductions@gmail.com.  

Audition Date, Time and Venue  

Auditions will be held on Monday December 9th and Tuesday December 10th from 6:30PM-9:30PM. 

Callbacks, if necessary, will be on the 14th December at the Corrimal Community Centre, with more 

information forthcoming after auditions. 

The audition venue is the Corrimal District Library and Community Centre at 15 Short St, Corrimal. 

Please book early to secure your preferred time, however additional times may be released if demand 

requires it. 

Age Limit 

Due to the nature of the show, the ages of the characters and simulated sexual acts, we require all 

auditionees to be eighteen years of age by the time of their audition 

Please be advised that the characters depicted in The Shape of Things are in their early to mid-

twenties, however we encourage people between the age of 18-30 to audition.  

Audition Panel 

The audition panel will be comprised of Director Jarrod Riesinger and other members of the company 

still TBA. 

Other company members will also be at the venue to assist with the pre-audition registration. 

http://www.risingartsproductions.com/
mailto:risingartsproductions@gmail.com
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Rehearsals 

Rehearsals are planned to commence Tuesday December 17th with a break over the holiday period. 

The planned rehearsal venue will be the Corrimal District Library and Community Centre at 15 Short 

St, Corrimal, NSW, 2518. 

The regular rehearsal times are:  

• Tuesday 6:30pm-9:30pm 

• Thursday 6:30pm-9:30pm 

Please note the rehearsal schedule is subject to change. Additional rehearsal times may also be 

added as required closer to production.  

We understand people are busy and value your time, so we will only call you for rehearsals you are 

required. However, we appreciate if you ensure that you are generally available for these dates prior 

to auditioning. If you anticipate these days may be difficult for you to attend during the rehearsal 

period, please inform us at your audition. Due to the small nature of the cast, we’re happy to negotiate 

our rehearsal schedule to suit the right candidate. 

Performance Dates 

All cast will be required for each rehearsal during the production week and all performances. 

Production week will be run March 16th through March 19th, 2020. Venue details will be released prior 

to auditions once made official in the coming week. Venue will be in Central Wollongong. 

Performance dates are as follows: 

 

Friday, March 20th 8pm 

Saturday, March 21st 8pm 

Sunday, March 22nd 2pm     

Friday, March 27th 8pm 

Saturday, March 28th 8pm 
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Unfortunately, if you are unable to do any of these dates prior to auditioning we will be unable to cast 

you. Please consider your availability for production week and the subsequent performances prior to 

auditioning to avoid disappointment and causing issues in the running of the performances.  

Please note that additional show dates may be added if there is a demand, however, cast will be 

consulted as early as possible before any decisions are made. 

 

ROLES 
EVELYN –  

20s. Grad student. Extremely intelligent. Creative. Aggressive. 

 

ADAM –  

20s. Student. Intelligent. Insecure. 

 

JENNY –  

20s. Student. Sweet. Sincere. Confused. Engaged to Phillip. 

 

PHILLIP –  

20s. Student. Confident. Opinionated. Engaged to Jenny 
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AUDITION PROCESS 
All auditionees will be required to book a 10-minute audition slot. 

Please ensure to arrive at least 10 minutes before the start of your scheduled audition to ensure the 

day runs as smoothly as possible so you and your fellow auditionees get to audition on time.   

A photograph will be taken of you prior to your audition and the panel may record your audition. All 

photographs and recordings will be used strictly in the casting process and will be destroyed 

thereafter.  

Part 1-  EXCERPT PERFORMANCE 

Auditionees will be asked to perform a short excerpt from The Shape of Things that they are to 

prepare prior to auditions. These excerpts differ for each character and can be found on our website 

under the audition section. We encourage you to learn these lines prior to audition and perform 

without a script, with prompts available if needed. However, we understand due to time constraints 

you may wish to perform with script in hand and will not be at a disadvantage for doing so. 

The audition panel will be looking for characterisation, skilful use of theatre techniques and the ability 

to bring a unique interpretation of the text to the role.  

Part 2-  COLD READ 

Auditionees will also be asked to perform an unseen excerpt from the show as chosen by the audition 

panel.  Rising Arts prides itself on collaboration with its actors when creating shows, and with such 

important subject matter within The Shape of Things, we believe it important to see your natural 

instincts and authenticity within the audition room. Please keep in mind, there is no wrong choices in 

this section, and this section is purely to explore your interpretation and understanding of the 

character beyond your learned excerpt. 
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CONTENT WARNING 
The Shape of Things is a deep exploration of relationships, art and identity. As such, our production 

and rehearsal process will involve the discussion and recreation of things such as love, image 

insecurity, infidelity and emotional manipulation. These are all real-life issues which we at Rising Arts 

strongly feel should be reflected in theatre and performance, however we understand the sensitive 

nature of these topics may have adverse effects on potential auditionees. We highly recommend 

putting some honest consideration into your ability and comfort in dealing with these issues before 

committing to your involvement in The Shape of Things. We believe these issues are pivotal to the 

story and as such require our cast to be able to explore these sensitive ideas freely. 

Please note the following: 

• All member of the cast are required to kiss on stage  

• Adam and Evelyn may be required to appear on stage in their underwear  

• All members of the cast perform/discuss infidelity  

• Adam and Evelyn simulate sexual acts on stage 

• Depictions of alcohol use will happen throughout the show 

• Adam suffers with image/self-esteem and is involved in an emotionally abusive relationship with 

Evelyn unbeknownst to him for a large part of the show 

• Discussions of self-harm occur in one scene between Adam and Evelyn 

• Some scenes include coarse language and adult themes 

 

Please don’t let this put you off from auditioning. We have merely mentioned it to be as transparent as 

possible with you about the kind of show you will be performing in if cast. We aim to treat this material 

with sensitivity and will ensure that our rehearsals will be a safe and tolerant place for creation. 
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FINAL NOTES 
• Please dress comfortably for the auditions. We want to see you be able to move freely in the 

audition so sensible shoes and non-restrictive clothing is a must. 

• Make sure to stay hydrated, well-rested and well-fed before and during auditions. It’s easy 

enough to get caught up in the stress of auditions and forget to look after yourself. A healthy 

performer is a good performer, so make sure to bring water and snacks to keep you 

energised for the audition. (We’ll likely have things out for those who forget.) 

• The Shape of Things has a small cast. Consequently, there will likely be many unsuccessful 

auditionees. If you are unsuccessful, please do not let this discourage you, auditions are great 

learning experiences even when unsuccessful. We’d love to have you involved in future 

shows that accommodate larger casts. 

• Various factors are considered when casting a show. If you are unsuccessful in auditioning for 

this show, please don’t take that as a statement on your ability. Unfortunately, while you may 

not be a fit for this show there will be plenty of other shows in the future that’ll fit your talents. 

• Don’t start too late. We’re trying to give everyone enough time to learn a very limited amount 

of material. Make the most of your time and seek advice from family, friends, former cast 

mates, acting teachers or your pet cat. Being well rehearsed goes a long way in an audition 

room. 

• Support everyone. All your fellow auditionees will be just as nervous as you are. The Illawarra 

is filled with so many talented and supportive people, let’s put the community in community 

theatre and have each other’s backs above all else. 

We look forward to seeing you at auditions! 

 

 -The Rising ARTS TEAM 


